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HOW TO TEMPER THE 'TEMPERA.-.|plants;” and seeing their lung-like structure and 


MENTS DIETETICALLY. 


BY J. W. REDFIELD, M. D. 
Part II. 

THE four temperaments are seated in distinct 
quarters of the body, whence they so mingle and 
interblend that each temperament enters into 
the composition of every other, and they temper 
each pther to a common individuality. The 
nervous temperament is quartered in the brain, 
the sanguine in the chest, the alimentary in the 
abdomen, and the lymphatic in the face,— 
making it quite proper to call them also the 
encephalic, the thoracic, the abdominal, and the 
facial temperaments. 

There are also four distinct parts of every 
fully developed individual of the vegetable king- 
dom, so perfeetly correlated to the above-named 
four parts of the individual man as to remind us 
of the man who, having his eyes opened midway 
between the objective and the subjective, ‘saw 
men as trees walking.” The cotyledon answers 
to the brain, the leaf to the lungs, the stalk and 
root to the alimentary canal, and the pericarp 
to the face. In the highest plants, the exogens, 
the resemblances are most striking. In the 
hickory-nut, the walnut, the butternut, and the 
like, we see in the structure and quality of the 
cotyledon, in its convoluted hemispheres and the 
commissure by which they are united, and in the 
shell in which it is ensconced, a remarkable 
resemblance to the human brain and skull. A 
man angry with another would never threaten 
to “ crack his cocoa-nut for him,” if there were 


vascularity, and their responsive relation to the 
lungs of animals, in which there is an exchange 
of breaths,—the expiration of each for the inspi- 
ration of the other,—we see good reasons for the 
definition. The leaves of plants include the 
petals of their flowers, for these are leaves not 
sufficiently modified to be anything else, and 
their fragrant and inspiring breaths are but the 
softer and more heavenly respirations of leaves 
more refined and highly developed. Through 
leaves, from the atmosphere, are developed roots 
and stalks, and these are the alimentary organs 
of plants, which in turn feed the parent leaves, 
and construct themselves and all the other parts 
of more substantial materials. This nutritive 
function of roots and stalks, and the stocky and 
aldermanic proportions often assumed by them, 
suggest emphatically their correlation to the 
alimentary temperament. We put stalks and 
roots together as one of the four divisions, 
because they are one and the same structure, 
and each may be converted into the other by an 
exchange of positions. Finally, the pericarps. 
These are not only the matrices to which the 
germs at the apices of the cotyledons are 
attached, and through which they are matured 
to the point necessary for the reproduction of 
the species, but they are also like faces, like the 
highest development of the lymphatic tempera- 
ment, as we see in mellow, blushing, rosy- 
cheeked, delicately-complexioned apples, pears, 
peaches, and the like,—all by their face-like 
appearances, reminding us of the words, “ By 
their fruits ye shall know them.” | 

Now the four parts in a plant correlated to 





not as striking a resemblance as provocation to 





the four temperaments of a man are the charac- 
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teristics of the four classes of vegetables, which | onions, cabbages, and greens; in one of deficient 
for this reason are also correlated to the four | sanguine temperament, we would prescribe more 
temperaments. A predominant production of | potatoes, roots, and asparagus; in one of defi- 
cotyledons, such as nuts, cereals, and legumes, | cient lymphatic temperament, we would pre- 
assigns a plant to the Cotyledonous Class ;a pre-| scribe more orchard and garden fruits; and in 


dominant production of leaves, as in cabbages, | each ease, to increase the functions of the tem- . 


rhubarb, and celery, assigns a plant to the! perament and assist in the digestion and appro- 
Foliaceous Class; a predominant production of priation of its proper food, we would prescribe 
roots and stalks, such as tubers, turnips, aspara-| quantum sufficit of its proper condiments or 
gus, beets, sugar-cane, and the like, assigns a beverages. This may serve as a general and 
plant to the Ligno-radical Class; and finally, a| rude statement of the manner in which we pro- 
predominant production of pericarps, such as | pose to temper the temperaments dietetically. 

pomes, drupes, melons, and berries, assigus a| ‘The most stimulating flavors stimulate the 
plant to the Pericarpal Clas. As “ like begets | functions intemperately, and tend to the exces- 
like,” the class of cotyledons, more especially, | sive and morbid development of the most fune- 
nourishes the nervous temperament; that of| tional temperaments, the nervous and the san- 
leaves the sanguine temperament ; that of roocs | guine; and here we see that such flavors hold 
and stalks the alimentary temperament; and | strongest possession of the class of plants whose 
that of fruits the lymphatic temperament. Like | structures and functions are correlated and cor- 
the nervous temperament, the ectytesenous | renpendeht to the structures and functions of 





class is hot and dry, and for its perfection 
requires a superabundance of fire; like the san- | 
guine temperament, the foliaceous class is warm | 
and moist, and for its perfection requires a super- | 
abundance of air; like the alimentary tempera- 
ment, the ligno-radical class is cool and dry, and 
for its perfection requires a superabundance of 
earth ; and like the lymphatic temperament, the | 
pericarpal class is cold and moist, and for its per- 
fection requires a superabundance of water. 
Each class is “in its element ” when surrounded 
by an abundance of that upon which it lives, but 
has also a wonderful instinct for finding that 
element when it is scarce or of difficult access. 
Many fruit-trees, for example, which yield their 
juicy and cooling fruits to the thirsty traveller 
in the desert, go to “ the waters under the earth” 
for their superabundance of the element proper 
to them. 

We have satisfactory examples of the hot and 
dry character of the cotyledonous class in pep- 
per, spice, nutmeg, and mustard; of the warm 
and moist character of the foliaceous class in 
peppermint, pennyroyal, sage, and sweet majo- 
ram ; of the cool and dry character of the ligno- | 
radical class in wood, potatoes, yams, and cas- | 
sava; and of the cold and moist character of the 





pericarpal class in oranges, lemons, strawberries, 
and water-melons. In a case of deficient nerv-| 
ous temperament, we would prescribe more | 
nuts, cereals, and legumes; in one of deficient 
sanguine temperament, we would prescribe more | 


those highly functional temperaments, namely, 
the cotyledonous and foliaceous classes. It is 
not difficult to believe that the stimulating, 
ardent, strong, sprightly, sparkling flavors, of 
which so many kinds of food and drink are pos- 
sessed, stimulate the functions of the body, 
partly by the corresponsive aetion which exists 
between likes, and partly by transmutation into 
these functions, simultaneously with the trans- 
formation of their structures into the structures 
of the functionary who makes use of them. If 
they are conserved by being transmuted into the 
cerebral and bodily functions of the consumer, 
as they are likely to be if they belong to food 
that can be transformed into his cerebral and 
bodily structures, then they add to his real and 
permanent strength; otherwise they stimulate 
it to undue exertion, and thus exhaust it, mock- 
ing the poor soul with counterfeit presentment 
of the strength he sought. 

The four classes of animals correspondent to 
the four classes of vegetables on the one hand, 
and to the four temperaments on the other, are 
the reptiles of the fire, the fowls of the air, the 
beasts of the earth, and the fish of the sea. This 
classification of the animal kingdom may be 
antiquated and biblical, but it is no less natural 
on that account. As Emerson says: 

“ Out from the heart of Nature ro'le« 
The burden of the Bible old.” 

To “have dominion over” these four classes 

of animals is to appropriate them to the struc- 
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tures and functions of our four temperaments, 
and there to have them in complete subjection 


to the “ God” in whose “ image and likeness ” | 


we are conceived and begotten, and with whom, 
therefore, we are one. 

The fire inhabiting salamander of the ancients 
may be considered the representative of the 
reptilian class, the infantile “creeping things 
that creep upon the earth.” inhabiting the torrid 
regions, basking in the sun, and receiving anima- 
tion from his beams, without which they are cold 
and dead, torpid, in a state of suspended anima- 
tion. Reptiles have prodigious nervous systems, 
situated chiefly in the spinal canal and abdomen, 
with a prodigious amount of electrical force stored 
up in them, waiting the light and heat of the sun 
to call it into efficient activity. If they have 
not large brains, it is at least significant that the 
inspired ancients made the serpent the symbol 
of wisdom, as if in anticipation of the noble 
brain and intelligence to be evolved from the 
structural extension and instinctive convolutions 
of his spinal cord, first through the quadrumanic 
reptiles, next through the quadrumanic mam- 
mals, and finally,in man. The use of reptiles 
for food,—of such reptiles as frogs, turtles, 
iguanas, and newts,—is but another mode of 
effecting this desirable evolution; for what is 
evolution but the transmutation of lower forms | 
of life into the higher forms that live upon and | 
grow out of them, like children from their 
parents? It is akind of “transmigration of 
souls” that hopeful and progressive souls may 
well believe in. 

‘* The fowls of the air” have the chest, the seat 
of the sanguine temperament, together with the 
other air cavities, greatly predominant; and of 
all warm blooded animals, i. ¢., of all animals 
with a fully-developed warm and moist temper- 
ament, they are the chief. The correlation and 
correspondence of their structures and functions 
to those of the sanguine temperament, and their 
tendency to be appropriated and conserved by 
these, is therefore evident. A person with small 


himself is deficient in. Pedestrians and foot- 
racers are said to make use of raw egg to give 
them “ wind ;” and if eggs be fresh and raw, it 
is reasonable to suppose that more life-force can 
be appropriated with the structure than if they 
be stale and cooked. But cookery of anything 
does not destroy its capability of imparting fune- 
tion, as well as structure, to the consumer; for 
as long as the organic structure continues, the 
organic forces are to some degree present in it, 
and the change that takes place by the action of 
fire is probably but part of the process of diges- 
tion and assimilation preparatory to the final 
conversion of both function and structure into 
their highest form and manifestation. 

“The beasts of the field,” the graminivora, are 
as remarkable for abdominal development as 
‘“‘ the fowls of the air” are for thoracic; and it is 
scientific to say, that they are as perfectly corre- 
lated to the alimentary temperament, and as 
transformable into it, as their likeness to it in 
the great predominance of abdominal organs and 
function would physiologically indicate. In ail 
clean beasts, the functions of digestion and assi- 
milation, and the organs through which they are 
performed for the use of the higher and more 
psychological functions, are multiplex ; and mul- 
tiplexity and complexity, we know, are in pro- 
portion to the degree of development. A cow 
has apparently as much will-power, and perhaps 
has as much consciousness, in her multiplex, 
regulating stomach, as a man has in his mastica- 
tory apparatus. Indeed, what is appetite in us 


|may very likely be taste in her, almost as delicate 


in the partitions of her stomach as it is in our 
tongue and palate: for see how quick she is to 
detect and refuse tastes and smells of which we 
are totally insensible, indicating, we think, that 
appetite is proportionately exalted in sensibility, 
and in discrimination equally superior to ours. 
How could a stomach show such sensible discri- 
mination in its actions with no commensurate 
discrimination in its perceptions? So much 
animal superiority in the abdominal organs and 





chest, deficient muscularity, feeble circulation, or 
with predisposition to consumption, to disease 
of the heart, or to any other affection of the san | 
guine temperament, ought to know and put in | 
practice the principle, that these evils can, to a) 
great extent, be corrected by an appropriation | 
of the structures and functions of those vegeta- 
bles and animals which have in excess what he | 








functions of ruminants must be favorable to the 
nourishing and strengthening of our inferior 
ones, if we only know how to appreciate them. 
We may get much in beef, but still more in milk, 
because in this all parts of the animal are repre- 
sented, and it is adapted to the development of 


just such proportions of body as exist and are to 


be developed in the calf. The “ beef-eating 
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English ” have actually come to acquire a resem- | inflammatory process going on in or about the 
blance to what they so largely live upon, and | joint through the periods of childhood, and 
thus to make the name “ John Bull” truly signi- elsewhere to womanhood, being severest at the 
ficant ; and it is not at all likely that they resem- | earliest date, and therefore more likely to inter- 
ble this animal in their external organization any fere with the development and growth of the 
more than in their internal. If our food is trans- | body than if appearing at a later age. That at 
formed into us, weare also, to some degree, this period there is also a natural physiological 
transformed into the likeness of our food. |process going on in the development and 

We may say, somewhat hyperbolically, that growth of the skeleton, whereby the osseous 
the typical reptile is al/ nerve; that the typical | centres are expanding in all directions, uniting 
bird is all chest; that the typical beast is al/ with each other, and through the periosteum 
abdomen ; and that the typical fish is a// face.|the thickness of the bone takes place, and 
Of this last we have remarkable examples in| through the epiphysial cartilages the long bones 
the sun-fish, the moon-fish and the doree. ‘The! are extended in length, and thus the largely 
face is thus developed at the expense of the | cartilaginous and partly osseous skeleton of the 
pelvic or reproductive organs, which in most infant becomes the truly osseous skeleton at the 
fish occupy nearly the whole of the body. All| twenty-fifth year, that the phlegmon of child- 
cold-blooded fish are so extremely lymphatic | hood, or the irritation accompanying it hastened 
that their correlation to the lymphatic tempera-| ossification of the cartilages between the epi- 
ment, and their adaptation to its culture through | physes and shaft of the femur, thus virtually 
digestion and appropriation, are evident at a|ending the growth in length of the upper ex- 
glance. Developed into mammals, they have|tremity of the bone, the head, neck and 
immense faces, as we see in the sperm-whale|trochanters being solidly united to the body, 
and the microcephalus; and it is reasonable to | that to overcome the evil effects which a too 





believe that they may be developed, if not by 
genesis, yet by transformation, into the micro- 
cephalus,—a face as remarkable for its complex | 
beauty as the other is for its monstrous size, and 
as nearly the whole man representatively as the 
other is nearly the whole fish absolutely. In 
the cephalon and encephalon, that is, in the pro- 
teetive face and inclosed brain, the extreme tem- 
peraments meet, and the circle of temperamental 
progression is completed. 


——__ 


early union of all the epiphyses surrounding the 
upper part of the femur to the shaft would in- 
duce, to prevent a deformity in the shortening 
which would’ inevitably result, Nature trans- 
ferred the work of keeping up the process of 
elongating the limb, so as to correspond with 
the growth of the opposite one in its long diame- 
ter, to the epiphysial cartilages between the 
condyles and lower end of the shaft. Thus, 
without loss of stature, symmetry or power, 
essentials in the perfect human form, Nature 





has bridged over a great physical defect in one 
part by increasing the activities of another, and 
again presenting to us for serious consideration 
a beautiful illustration of the law of compensa- 
BY 8. B. PARSONS, M.D. |tion, and also how manifold and wonderful are 

(Continued from page 248.) ‘her ways for balancing the loss of force or form 

Ir there were no fracture, no displacement, | in any of her members. 

what produced the irregularity was a riddleto| The fact that I had known of one exception 
me. Upon inquiry regarding her early history ‘to the rule as laid down by Mr. Bryant and Dr. 
I was told that from childhood she had had| Bigelow, suggested the thought that they were 
more or less trouble with the injured hip, the| more frequent than might be supposed, and I 
term rheumatic hip disease being given it by| have been to not a little trouble to examine 
physicians who first attended her, but there had | into the matter quite extensively. Obtaining a 
never been any of the characteristics of the mod- | carpenter’s square, a tape measure, a plumb and 
ern morbus coxarius. Thinking I had obtained | line,I started out ona tour of inspection, bringing 
a clew I followed up the investigation, and from ‘up on my first day at a hospital near the suburb 
it came these conclusions: That there was an/of our city. Here I made known my wants, and 


INTRA-CAPSULAR FRACTURE OF THE 
THIGH, AND THE ERRORS OF 
THE METHODS OF DIAGNOSIS. 
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was told to draw as many patients from the| patient able to attend to daily duties up to the 
wards as I choose. My way of proceeding was| date of the first operation. 

to first use Mr. Bryant’s test, that of drawinga Nov. 17th, 1876,8 p.m. Tumor subjected to 
vertical line from the anterior superior iliac the action of electricity for five minutes. The 
spine on the outside of the hip to the horizontal needle of positive pole of battery inserted into 
plane of the body, then a second line from tip cyst, opposite pole placed on surface of the 
of trochanter major at right angle to vertical | abdomen. 

line to the median line of the body, then measur-| The immense size of tumor decided the oper- 
ing the second line, and comparing it with the ator to remove a portion of its contents. Forty- 
length of a similar line on the opposite side.| five pounds of clear amber-colored fluid re- 
This I did on sixteen hospital inmates, promis-| moved, which reduced the tumor one-half. 
cuously selected, and found in two persons vari-| Passed restless nights; patient perfectly help- 
ations from three-sixteenths of an inch to one less; suffered great distress, faintuess and sen- 
inch and a quarter. On twelve other persons sation of soreness and straining in the viscera. 
among my personal acquaintances I also found Cough (which had not before existed) caused by 
in three cases, variations of one quarter, three-| least motion. Urine increased in quantity for 
eighths, one-half inches, respectively. And in | first few days only; no appetite; very little 
but four of the twenty-eight subjects ex-| sleep. 

amined did the transverse line, when carried| Nov. 20. Slight improvement in general con- 
completely across the thigh, from the tip of| dition at 5 Pp. M.; temperature 103, pulse 112. 
the trochanter on one side, fall on the tip| Nov. 2lst. Sat up half hour; temperature 
of the trochanter of the opposite one. If the| 100, puise 100. 

starting point was un the right side the line} Nov. 22d. Electricity applied for ten minutes; 
would strike the opposite trochanter in some|10 A. M., pulse 104, temperature 102; 5 Pp. m., 
cases at its middle, in others as low as its lower! pulse 112, temperature 103}. 

border, and in others again near its upper border.| Nov. 23d. Less distress on motion; 10 a. M., 
But the instances in which the upper borders of| pulse 100, temperature 102; 5 Pp. M., pulse 100, 
the trochanters were on a level with each other | temperature 103, 

were exceptions rather than the rule, the right} Nov. 24th. Much distress through night; 
one in nearly every instance being the lowest. bowels distended ; much pain; some relief from 
The objection urged against Mr. Bryant’s)enema. 10 A. M., pulse 112, temperature 1024; 
method applies equally well to Dr. Bigelow’s. | 5 p. M. pulse 120, temperature 1034. 

And, as we have seen, there are times when, Nov. 25th. Appeared stronger ; electricity ap- 
neither test can be considered perfectly reliable, | plied for ten minutes ; suffered from recumbent 
so also do the cases cited warn us to inquire | posture ; sitting up relieved cough. 

something of the patient’s history before giving) Nov. 26th. Removed by tapping, 30lbs. of 
an opinion. I shall not cease my investigations | fluid of syrup-like consistency. Patient had slept 
in this new field of inquiry, now that a new fact, but little to date. 
and new idea have appeared to view, but shall; Nov. 27th. Slept all day; 10 a. M., pulse 102, 
continue on until something more definite is| temperature 101; 5 P. M., pulse 96, temperature 
developed, a stronger array of proof is adduced, | 1024. 

and hope my professional friends will take up Nov. 28th. Tumor measured 42 inches over 
the subject, which gives promise of excellent umbilicus. Electricity applied for ten minutes ; 
results. sleep restless, with moaning and talking; 6 P.M., 
pulse 104, temperature 102. 





a 





OVARIAN TUMOR, WITH AUTOPSY. 
(Reported by Mrs. J. G. Brinkman, M. D.) 
Tumor measured 524 inches over the umbili- 
cus, and extended far above it. Patient unmar- 
ried; age over 50; climacteric marked by exces- | 
sive hemorrhage, which lasted three weeks. 
Growth of tumor rapid; general health fair ; | 


Nov. 29th. Great distress and soreness in 
abdomen. 10 A. M., pulse, 92 to 1014; 5 P. M., 
pulse, 96 to 103. 

Nov. 30th. Inserted both needles into sac 
for ten minutes. Patient in half stupor all day. 

Dec. Ist. Same stupid condition. 5 P. mu, 


pulse 100 to 1034. 
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Dec. 2d. Same half sleepy sins: con- sacle was profuse menstruation, lasting eight 
tinues. Slight suppuration from punctures of or ten days. In August, 1876, she had an attack 
November 30. Skin of abdomen deep red over and suffered much acute pain, and at that time 
circumscribed portions. Abdomen not especially there was a marked change in the tumor; it 
sensitive to pressure. 5 Pp. M., pulse, 116 to 103}. separated into two parts, one being soft and the 

Dec. 3d. Weak and exhausted. other hard; she never regained her strength 

Dec. 4th. Electricity applied ten minutes. after this attack, and was advised to come to 
Complained afterward that contents of tumor| New York to the “ Woman’s Hospital,” and 
seemed like burning hot water. consult one of our leading gynecologists. After 

Dee. 5th. Same burning heatintumor. Pulse, | thorough examination here, she was told that her 
104 to 102}. case would not admit of an operation, but ad- 

Dec. 6th. Appetite improved. Electricity, vised to consult an electrical surgeon, who 
six minutes. would insert needles into the tumor. Electro- 

Dec. 7th. Electricity, ten minutes. At 3 lysis was performed five times in two weeks, the 
P. M, great distress; pain; chill; face sunken | patient growing much weaker with each appli- 


and anxious—lasted about two hours. cation, notwithstanding which, daily visits were 
Dee. 8th. Electricity, ten minutes. Patient urged by the electrician. 
remains quiet. Pulse, 104. On November 10th I was called in great 


Dec. 9th. Electricity, five minutes. Urine | haste about 2 pv. M., and found her in high fever ; 
scanty and dark. | pulse, 130; hot, burning skin; labored respira- 
Dec. 10th. Weak; seemed comfortable.| tion. I then examined the abdomen, and found 


Llectricity, five minutes. Pulse, 100. |several punctures made by the needles. She 


Dec. 11th. Very weak and nervous. did not complain of tenderness. I prescribed 
Dee. 12th. Electricity for ten minutes. Pulse, |@con. in water, and ordered her to take beef tea 
108. /every hour. I then left her, feeling much better, 


Dec. 13th. Much the same. Electricity, ten|She said. I visited her again at 10.30 Pp. M., 
minutes. At 2 p. M., sudden distress and pain|and found her suffering from severe lancinating 
in bowels; chill; vomiting, with loose stools. At! Pains over abdomen, and she commenced vomit- 
5 Pp. M., pulse, 150; very weak; 8 p. M., profuse |ing. She was very pale; pulse, small and wirey ; 
perspiration ; coldness of surface. Patient died | great dyspnoea, ete. I then gave her arsenicum 
at 3 A. M.; consciousness not impaired. in solution, and ordered hot applications to ab- 

Post mortem showed two small fibroid | domen, and she soon became easy and slept. I 
growths springing from fundus uteri; cyst of ‘then left her, promising to return in the morn- 
left ovary containing eleven smaller cysts. Con- | ing. The morning came, and [I was awakened 
tents varied—some liquid, some gelatinous. Ex-| early by a messenger saying Miss P. was dying. 
tensive suppuration of cyst. All adhesions I thought it rather improbable, but hurried off, 
evidently of recent date. Large quantity of|and on arriving at the patient’s house found she 
fluid removed. Cyst was not weighed. had just expired, without a struggle. I then 

arranged for an autopsy to be made the follow- 

i . . ame " ‘ing day, at which time, in the presence of Drs. 

REPORT OF A CASE OF OVARIAN | purdick, McDonald, A. K. Hills, Mossman and 

CYST AND FIBROID OF UTERUS, | Butler commeinnd eo ccsmniuation I made 
WITH AUTOPSY. iaeagene a ee 

an incision from the crest of the left ilium 

oe SE S, SE, Te posterior portion, forward, keeping close to the 

Miss P., age 44, single, always menstruated | jlium and pubes, to a corresponding point upon 
regularly, but suffered from dysmenorrhea and | the right ilium. As the scalpel passed through 
menorrhagia. In August, 1875, she first noticed the peritoneum a large amount of fluid escaped. 
rapidly increasing enlargement of the abdomen, |I reflected the flap upward upon the stomach. 
more upon the right side. It did not remain The punctures could be clearly discerned upon 
stationary, but moved about ; sometimes it was | the peritoneal surface, and fresh inflammatory 
just in front, but latterly it moved to the left.|deposit seen. ‘The tumor was situated mostly 
She experienced very little pain, but her chief|left of the median line, and extended up left 
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iliac fossa. The tumor contained fluid re- 
sembling that found in peritoneal cavity, and 
also a cheesy substance, which, being subjected 
to the microscope, showed an abundance of pus 
cells, showing that suppuration had taken place 
within the sac. A fibrous tumor was found 
upon the fundus of the uterus, and a fibrous 
polypus in the cavity of the uterus attached to 
the fundus. 

From this examination we make the following 
deductions : 

Ist. Thé case was not one for successful surgi- 
cal interference. : 

2d. Electrolysis in this case evidently hastened 
the death of the patient. 

QUERIES: 

1. Were the needles perfectly insulated ? 

2. Ought electrolysis to be performed in such 
rapid succession ? 


CLIMATOLOGY. 
(By A. R. Wright, M. D.) 





Tue Bureau of Climatology of the New York 
State Homeopathic Medical Society has taken 
for its study this year, “The Relations of 
Disease to Surface Conditions.” In this coun- 
try, where so little attention has been paid to 
vital statistics, it is impossible to make any cor- 


2. Is the soil sand, clay, loam, ete. ? 

3. What of the surface drainage, and of 
| ponds, lakes or stagnant water, and their effect 
/on the health of the immediate locality ? 
| 4. Ifin a town or city, has it defective drain- 
/age, and what is the effect on health? 
| 5. Do you note any decided effect on health 
from the quantity of rain-fall, fog, ice, overflow 
of lowlands or meteorological changes, as humid- 
|ity and temperature of atmosphere, direction 
‘and force of wind, ete. ? 

The quarterly report of our excellent U. 8, 
| Signal Service will give us the second, and the 
|practical working of the Registration Act, 
_passed at the last session of the Legislature, will 
| give us the third. 
| It will be readily seen that’ to make their 
‘sanitary chart reliable, the bureau must have 
‘the co-operation of the profession throughout 
‘the State, and they ask of each physician who 
receives the circular, that he give it careful 
‘attention, and return clear and decided answers 
| to each of the five questions as promptly as pos- 
|sible. If this be done, the most difficult part of 
their work will be rendered comparatively easy. 
| Very interesting answers have already been 
‘obtained from some localities, on the bad effects 
of surface drainage on wells, locations of malaria 
It is particularly requested that 


|miasm, ete. 


rect comparative study of climatic effects in| every constant noxious influence, however small, 
) 


different localities. 


/may be reported. 
The subject is one of great interest to the | 
medical profession, and may be of immense | 


> 


THE BLUE Ray.-—From General Pleasanton’s 


value to the public generally. Yet in this state, | article we deduce the following facts of thera- 


only a few of the large cities, not more than half} 


a dozen, publish even an annual mortuary report. 
In some parts of Europe vital and sanitary sta- 


tistics are so well kept that sanitary science may | 


be studied with almost the same precision as any | 
other. This bureau wish to contribute to a} 
better knowledge of existing sanitary conditions 
in this State in the investigation of the subject 
announced. They propose three factors for the 
study of the problems: 

Ist. The sanitary condition of the surface. 

2d. The meteorological changes. 

3d. Annual mortuary reports. 

To get the first, they propose to make a sanitary 
chart of the State by means of answers to circu- 








lars sent to leading physicians in every locality. 
Said circulars consist of the following questions: | 
1. Is the surface level, undulating or hilly ¢ 


peutic value: 1. The glass should be dark 
mazarine blue, and the best is imported from 
France. 2. Each square should have a border 
of plain or uncolored glass. 3. The greatest 
force is developed from exposure to the South 
Pole. 4. Most electro-magnetism is developed in 
a clear atmosphere, with a temperature below 
32 degrees F. 5. A very considerable degree 
of heat is produced by the rays of sun-light 
passing through the blue glass, when at the same 
time ordinary transparent glass would be cold. 
The General claims to have been greatly relieved 
by this method, of the pain resulting ‘from strain 
and shock in consequence of a fall which he ex- 
perienced. The blue-ray is being experimented 
with at the State Homeopathic Asylum for the 
Insane, at Middletown, with negative resuits thus 
far. 
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Clinic. | ee the risk of peritonitis, os the alone of 
seats ate ars the success of the operation, which I need not 
CLINICAL ELECTROLYSIS. ‘say were not at all encouraging. However I 
appointed the 9th of the following month (Octo- 
BY JOHN BUTLER, M. D. } 
: ber, '75), to operate. 
(lead Cetere the Hi. ¥. Co. Society, January, 1077.) October 9th. The patient being chloroformed 
On September 30th, 1875, I was sent for by by Dr. South, I dilated the sphincter ani, and 
Dr. South of Plainfield, N.J., to see a patient of succeeded in getting my left hand into the rec- 
his who was suffering from a uterine fibroid tum, and as far as possible above the lower part 
tumor. The patient, a woman of about forty years and above the tumor. I then introduced two 
of age, never had children, was extremely pale! needles, insulated about one-half their length and 
and debilitated, suffered from an edema of the! connected with the positive pole of the battery, 
lower limbs, and from some general anasarea,|through the rectum‘ into the posterior part of 
difficulty and excruciating pain in urinating, the| the tumor to a little above the centre. Having 
pain from which lasted almost until the next) placed the needles in situ, I withdrew my hand 
urination, gradually subsiding, to be again pro-| from the rectum, and introduced two similar 
duced at each urinary passage. No attempt | needles through the vagina into the tumor, these 
could be made to evacuate the bowels without. I connected with the negative pole of the bat- 
the use of an enema. The woman suffered con- tery, and having allowed a strong galvanic cur- 
tinual pain in bowels. Nights were entirely| rent to flow uninterruptedly for about five 
sleepless, appetite bad, pulse 94, temperature| minutes, I partially withdrew the negative 
100. On making a physical examination I found | needles and inserted them in another direction, 
that the uterus was almost out of reach of the and again changed the position of the negative 
finger, but after some difficulty I found the os, ‘needles only every five minutes for about haif 
and managed to introduce a sound into the |an hour, which was the length of time consumed 
cavity of the uterus. | found it was much |in the operation. 
smaller than normal, as was also the bladder,| The patient was kept strictly in the recumbent 
both of which were drawn upwards and forwards | position; given acon. and arnica. 
from their usual position, thus lengthening the) Oct. 15. Pulse 100, temperature 102, not much 
vagina and ur thra to a considerable extent. I| appetite. Tenderness of abdomen less than be- 
then found that the greater part of the pelvis fore operation. Difficulty of urination decidedly 
was filled by a hard fibrous tumor, which was less, and urination less frequent. Ordered exter- 
attached to the posterior wall of the uterus and nal faradization. I did not see the patient again 
ascended above the fundus; descending be- until October 22d, when I found a very decided 
tween the vagina and rectum, upon which latter change. The temperature and-pulse were normal, 
it exercised a great amount of pressure. An ex-' the tumor considerably reduced in size, micturi- 
amination per rectum, gave a fair idea of the size, tion less frequent, bowels act naturally. Gave 
weight, shape and position of the growth. After patient permission to get out of bed. I did not 
examining the patient thoroughly I was informed | again see this patient until the following January, 
by Dr. South, that a distinguished old school when I made a very thorough examination, and 
surgeon from this city, and a well-known gyne#- | found that the tumor could scarcely be reached 
cologist, of our school, from Philadelphia, had | with the finger in the rectum, and could not at 
seen the patient about a week or ten days pre-|all be felt through the -bdominal walls. She 
viously, and that both were of opinion that had no pain, all functions normally performed, 
nothing could be done for her except to mitigate and she had resumed her household duties and 
her sufferings by prescribing for symptoms as expressed herself as feeling quite well, and has 
they arose, or keeping her under the influence of continued so ever sinee, I am informed by Dr. 
anodynes so long as she lived. Now, as the South. 
patient’s friends and family physician were, Case 2. On Sept. 13, 1874.—Mrs. M., wt. 50, 
unwilling to let her die without attempting some- , consulted me with reference to a large tumor on 
thing for her relief, I suggested electrolysis, | the left side of the face, extending from the mar- 


explaining thoroughly the details of the opera- | gin of the lower eyelid to about three-fourths of 





























an inch below the angle of the mouth; and from 
the middle third of the malar bone to the bridge 
of the nose. In shape and appearance it resembled 
a female mamma, which resemblance was further 
increased by a nipple shaped protuberance in the 
centre, from which at the time of her visit there 
was some slight hemorrhage. There was no 
difficulty in diagnosing the case as being medul- 
lary sarcoma. The patient gave me the follow- 
ing history of her case: About a year ago she 
found a small lump was growing on the side of 
her face, close to the nose, for which she con- 
sulted a Brooklyn surgeon, who told her accu- 
rately the nature of her disease, and recom- 
mended removal; but at that time, as she had 
not her mind made up to the sticking point, she 
declined any operation. However, in eight 
months afterwards she changed her mind, and 
was operated upon by the same surgeon, who 
removed a large portion of the superior maxilla 
of that side, part of the palate, and soft palate. 
Almost upon the healing of the wound the tumor 
appeared again, and in four months after the 
operation (when I saw her), it was larger than 
ever. She went to the surgeon again who de- 
clined any further operative measures. Aside 
from the condition described, the patient was in 
very tolerable health; appetite good, pulse and 
temperature slightly above normal. She was 
very anxious to try electrolysis, and as she real- 
ized fully her condition, and as she expressed it, 
was as willing to die under treatment as with- 
out it, I consented to operate. 

Sept. 14. The patient being under the influ- 
ence of ether, I introduced five uninsulated 
needles into the base of the growth. These I 
connected with the negative pole of a galvanic 
battery, the circuit being completed by three 
similar needles, conveying the current from the 
positive pole and inserted into the tumor at its 
junction with the nose. The position of the 
negative needles was changed every two or three 
minutes ‘as the tissues in contact with them 
became sufficiently acted upon, and the operation 
concluded in halfan hour. Cold water dressing 
applied locally. 

Sept. 15. Pulse 120, vomited twice during 
the night. Chemosis of left eye, the sight of 
which was almost obscured. Punctured con- 


junetiva and relieved chemosis. Ordered aconite 
every hour. 
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can see a little. Tumor black and offensive. 
Ordered lotion of carbolic acid and glycerine. 

Sept. 17. Whole growth sloughed away 
except the part on lower eyelid. The ulcer 
beneath the slough seemed healthy and secreted 
laudable pus. 

Sept. 18. Sight completely recovered; appe- 
tite good; pulse normal. Slept well last night. 

The patient progressed well for two or three 
weeks after this, with the exception, of course, 
of the part of the growth left on lower eyelid 
when the ulcer became fungus-looking, a new 
growth appearing at the superior and external 
part of the ulcer. With the assistance of Dr. 
Varona, I removed the growth on the eyelid by 
means of galvano-cautery and the new growth 
by electrolysis. I will explain here that I 
used the galvano-cautery on the remains of the 
old tumor, not because I considered it a pre- 
ferable mode of procedure, but simply because 
the intensity of the current necessary to destroy 
the morbid tissue might produce serious inflam- 
mation of the eye. After this the patient did 
well, the wound healing promptly, but leaving 
considerable ectropion and deformity of the 
face. The ectropion I operated upon about a 
year ago, and the patient is now a much better 
looking woman, and is in perfect health. 

Case 3. Nov. 6, 1875. M. T., a boy, wt. 11, 
was sent to my office from Rockland Co., on 
account of a tumor in the neck, which, at first 
sight, looked like a fatty tumor, but on a minute 
examination was found to be glandular, and 
attached to the ala of the thyroid ; it was divided 
into three distinct lobes. The middle one of 
which was the largest. It had no connection 
whatever with the parotid, was not painful, or 
even tender to touch, and only inconvenienced 
the patient by interfering slightly with the 
movements of the neck and head. The measure- 
ment proved the neck was 15} inches. How- 
ever, the boy’s father wished a cure should be 
attempted, for cosmetic effect, and sent him to 
me for treatment. 

Nov. 13th. With the assistance of Drs, 
Minton and Radcliffe, I electrolyzed the growth 
with insulated needles, operating on each lobe 
separately. I made applications externally to 
the growth every day up to the 15th; measure- 
ment, 13? inches. Operated again with insulated 
needles; discontinued external galvanization, 





Sept. 16. Inflammation of eye much better ; 





Operated again on the 21st and 27th. 
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December 5th. Measurement, 13 inches. The| pain and hypersesthesia of the whole left side. 
parents were satisfied with the amount ot re-|The pain is aggravated by lifting, but relieved 
duction produced, and as it was very incon-| by walking about. A light slap on the leg in- 
venient boarding the boy in the city, took him | duces severe cramps; and simply touching him 
from under my care. }on the breast over the cardiac region, will 

I saw the boy’s father about three months almost immediately bring on a fit of crying. , 
afterwards, who told me the tumor had almost, He has pain commencing in the cardiac region 
disappeared, and was scarcely noticeable. The | and extending downwards, and sometimes sharp, 
boy unfortunately died of dysentery last summer. | twitching pains are felt in the lower extremities, 
'which extend upward. On passing the finger 





CLINICAL CASES. along the spinous process of the vertebra, we 

(Reported by Bukk G. Carlton, M. D., Member of the find excessive sensitiveness from the fourth 
House Staff, Homeopathic Hospital, Wards Island.) dorsal vertebra to the sacrum. Has some head- 
INTERMITTENT FEVER. ‘ache; appetite, good; bowels, regular; but the 


O. M., single, xt. 30, was admitted to the|stool causes some pain. Sleeps only two or 
hospital January 24th, 1877. He complains of| three hours each night, and the little rest he 
chills and fever, which he has had for the past | does get is taken in a chair. Has not been in 
four weeks, of the quotidian type. Now com- bed for nine or ten months.. As soon as he 
plains of a chill that commences in the back and | attempts to lie down he is taken with severe 
rapidly spreads over the whole body, which is | cramps, which are unrelieved until he rises and 
accompanied with gaping and stretching. This|moves about. Pulse, 76; temperature, 983° 
chill occurs about 4 Pp. M. every day, during | . Arnica, 80. 
which the patient has great thirst, and adull,| Dec. 8th. No better; changed prescription 
heavy headache. The chill lasts about twenty | to cimicifuga racemosa, 200. 
minutes, and as it passes off a violent heat of| Dec. 10th. Improving. 
the whole body, together with nausea and| Dec. 13th. Is gaining rapidly. 
vomiting, is ushered in. The thirst still con-| Dec. 15th. Went to bed last night after con- 
tinues during the fever stage, which is about | siderable urging, and slept soundly for twelve 
one hour in duration, and is followed by a slight | hours, which was the first sleep he had enjoyed 
perspiration that lasts the whole night. Has|in bed for over ten months. 
deep-seated, dull, agonizing pains all over the; Jan 18th. This patient coniinued gaining 
body. Has had a diarrhea for the past four| wonderfully under cimicifuga racemosa, 200, 
days, aggravated in the morning; slimy in alone, and was this day discharged cured. 
character, small in quantity ; followed by tenes- | CHRONIC ARTHRITIS. 
mus. Has taken no quinine. A. M., wt. 43, single, was admitted to the 

Jk. Hupatorium perfoliatum, 30. |hospital December 3rd, 1876. Has had pain in 

Jan. 25th. Chill to-day was one hour later,! the knee, with swelling and redness, for the past 
and all other symptoms improved. ‘eight years. Has not had her menses since the 

Jan. 27th. Has had no return of any of the| knee became diseased. She has frequently 
above mentioned symptoms for the last two/ been troubled with alternate hot and cold 
days. | flushes over the entire body. About six months 
Jan. 31st. Discharged cured. |ago a small pimple made its appearance under 
SPINAL CONGESTION FROM A RAILROAD LNJURY.| the patella, accompanied with throbbing pain 

H. V., wt. 20, single, was admitted to the|in the joint. This became gradually larger, 
-hospital December 7th, 1876. One year ago/and at length broke, discharging a yellowish, 
this patient was crushed between two cars, the|creamy substance. After this the swelling 
bumpers catching him in the left hypochondriac| slowly subsided. On examination, found the 
and inferior mammary regions. He did not,| knee swollen, red, and hot, with pain on motion, 
however, think the injury would end seriously,| which extends upwards to the sacrum, and 
and allowed it to go without treatment. But | down to the toes. A seton was introduced 
the soreness of the contused parts gradually in-| through the abscess; a posterior splint was 
creased, He now complains of very severe carefully applied, and the patient put to bed. 





























. Calc., 30th. 
ecember 20th. 
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| dies. Dr. Finch said Dr. Wood had been suc- 





Removed seton and splint ; | | cessful in similar cases with the c.™ potency of 


no pain in the joint; swelling and redness have | adeps. 


disappeared; discharge has ceased ; but the joint | 


is stiff and almost immovable. 
motion and calc., 30th. 


Dr. Swan suggested anacardium, opium, 


i: Passive | alumina, graphites and curare, which latter, he 


said, paralyzed the intestines. 


Dec. 30th. Can use the joint a little, and is! Dr. Alfred K. Hills thought there was no 


improving rapidly. 

Jan. 2d, 1877. The wound has healed ; action 
of the parts is fully restored; and no pain on 
motion. Discharged cured. 

The improvement in this case was not only 
unexpectedly rapid, but simply marvellous. The 
speedy subsidence of all inflammatory symptoms 
after applying the splint and imposing perfect 
rest, was extremely gratifying. The complete 
discharge of the contents of the abscess through 
the stimulating action of the seton, is also a 
noticeable feature in this case. But the dis- 
appearance of all traces of a long-continued 
disease in the remarkably short space of three 
weeks, and the recovery of motion in a limb 
apparently almost anchylosed, through chronic 
inflammation and enforced non-use, can be satis- 
factorily accounted for only through the agency 
and charming effect of calcarea carbonica, 
administered in the 30th potency. 


> 


HAHNEMANN ACADEMY OF MEDI- 
CINE. 


(Reported by Clara C. Plimpton, M.D., Rec. Sec’y.) 








THE regular meeting was held January 24th, 
at the Ophthalmic Hospital, the vice-president, 
Dr. Swan, in the chair. 

In absence of the president, Dr. Lilienthal, the 
inaugural address was postponed until the next | 
meeting. e 

CONSTIPATION, OPIUM, ADEPS, NITRIC ACID, 

LACH., CURARE, &C. 

Dr. Swan related a case of constipation follow- 

ing the use of large doses of quinine, which was 


following symptoms: Constant dull pain over | 
right renal region, not increased by pressure ; | 
good appetite, no inclination for stool nor flatus. | 
Iycopodium relieved pain somewhat, but did) 
not afford stool, which for ten days was absent. | 
Dr. Wright had unsuccessfully used adeps | 
empirically for constipation, in consequenee of 
the failure of all other seemingly indicated reme- 





| remedy like nitric acid, where the inactivity was 
in the small intestines, characterized by sensi- 
tiveness to pressure, putrid eructations, and 
excessive pain after stool, with tendency to piles 
and fissures. Lachesis was another remedy that 
should be compared under similar circumstances. 

Very full enemata of sweet oil had been found 
of service in some cases. Bryonia had been 
found of great value in cases in which large 
doses of mercury produced complete stop- 
page of the bowels and congestion of the liver, 
and from his experience in these cases, he con- 
cluded that mereury does, under some circum- 
stances, act upon this organ notwithstanding the 
report of Bence-Jones Committee to the con- 


trary. 
‘ MEMBRANOUS CROUP, KAOLIN, &C. 


The doctor said he was happy to be able to 
report recovery in a case of true membranous 
croup. The patient was a precocious girl of 
three years, who showed her first symptoms by 
a single “bark” twenty-four hours previously, 
for which the parents administered acon. with- 
out benefit. 
| The symptoms in the case, especially the 
character of the cough, indicating spongia, this 





jremedy was given for twelve hours without 
| avail. 


| At this time there was no membrane that 


could be seen, for this was one of the ascending 


variety, in which the affection commences in the 


‘trachea. 
The usual symptoms of high fever, restless- 
ness, cough and dyspn@a were present in a 


|marked degree. 
relieved in three days with opium 200th and | 
80th, in alternation every four hours, with ed 


The case was pronounced a grave one, a con- 
sultation was requested, and Dr. Varona, the 
former family physician, together with Dr. 
Egbert Guernsey, were called. 

The prognosis of the consultation was guarded, 
/and tracheotomy deemed unadvisable on account 
‘of the locality of the affection. 

The patient at this time was under the influ- 
ence of kaolin, and as there seemed to bea slight 
remission in the symptoms, the remedy was con- 
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tinued until within a few hours the first portion HYPERASTHESIA OF SKIN— LAUROCERASUS, &C+ 
of membrane was thrown off. This was followed Dr. Deschere mentioned a case of hyperxs- 
by other masses of stringy mucus, until a large thesia of the skin, aggravated by cold applica- 
quantity was ejected. By advice of Dr. Guern- tions, relieved by laurocerasus. 

sey, inhalations of iodine were also given, and' tumex and dulc. were mentioned as remedies 
the atmosphere kept in a state of humidity. having itching after removal of the clothing. 

The breathing had now become quite easy,, PARALYSIS OF THE CILIARY MUSCLE—CAUST. 
but the fever and restlessness increased, and the' Dr. Norton spoke of a case of paralysis of the 
lungs showed signs of increasing congestion, ciliary muscles which produced presbyopia. 
when verat. viride was exhibited to the relief of | Near vision was -ery imperfect, while for dis- 
the fever. Still later, the restlessness, nervous-| (ance it was nearly normal. 
ness, irritability, talking immediately on sleep-| No cause was manifest. The pupil was not 
ing, and remitting fever called for gelsem., which | 28 usual dilated, the 3rd pair of nerves supplying 
remedy finally closed the case successfully, and| both. Causticum was given twice daily, and at 
the patient is now convalescent. the end of three days vision was perfectly 
ITCHING OF THE SKIN—SOAP TOPICALLY—SULPH. | Dormal. 

Dr. Hills spoke of the troublesome itching with| This affection having grown steadily worse for 
which some patients suffer, traceable to buck-| two weeks, we must attribute the speedy cure to 
wheat cakes as its cause; remedies will not avail | the remedy used. 
as long as the cause continues, and some people anrc teamed 
are very sensitive to the action of this cereal. CLINICAL CASES. 

(Dr. Swan suggested its use in a high potency BY L. B. COUCH, M.D. 
as a prophylactic.) Mk. E. has had chills every fall and spring 

Dr. Hills also spoke of the topical application | for the last two or three years; he takes 
of soap in skin eruptions, to allay the itching, |7’4”#¢ all the time. Chills return as the 

. , : , effects of the quinine pass off. Yesterday chill 
applied with a brush in the form of lather; and | in afternoon, preceded by aching in bones and 
to chilblains and burns also, as affording great| gaping. Wednesday, was cold all the morn- 
relief to the terrible burning and itching found | ing, could not’ get warm. . Aching in legs and 
in some such cases. arms, small of back; sweat in the afternoon. 

Dr. Hills related @ case of intense itching of = oo by agar + gpd yaya 
the feet in a young woman who had tried every-|tween shoulders, and running down the back, 
thing except homeopathy, even to the painting | not very severe, at 10.30 a. M.; lasted 30 minutes. 


of the feet with iodine tinct. without relief, in| Fever all day. No sweat. During chill was 
cold across chést, and sensation as if cold water 


which Castile soap-suds locally and sph. inter- : : : 
nally, gave immediate relief. were dropping down the back. Bursting pain 
MEMBRANOUS CROUP—KALI-BICH., HEPAK, ac |224 throbbing in whole head. Sick at the 
Dr. Donovan spoke of the efficacy of kali-bich. stomach. Tongue coated white, and pointed ; 
in membranous croup, and seid he had weed | POrenyeme ovary other Se, Sa 
vat Grace A., has had chills for two months. 
hepar, spongia and aconite in the 200th potency | Whei first commenced took quinine, which 
with success in such cases. | stopped them for a while. Now about 11 or 12 
DIPHTHERIA—MEKC., PROT., LACH., &¢. iA. M. feels a chill first between shoulders, which 
Dr. Donovan reported the prevalence of this |!asts a few minutes. Fever last all night ; (feet 
affection on Staten Island during the last two | Y°'Y hot); after fever, yo vey ating : 
k I ae, in a sii deed rant Thirst for large quantities during fever only. 
wee, a - & oe Poor appetite. Bowels regular. Paroxysms 
lowed by hepar with success. every other day. Caps., 30, cured. 
Lachesis and carb. veg. if there be great fetor, Wm. G.—Chills and fever since last summer, 
and these remedies remove the exudation | FoF a en nee 
— oie |for a time. ills now come on irregularly. 
promptly by substituting the hemorrhagic! Chills commence in back, in dorso-lumbar region, 


diathesis, which is less dangerous. 








going all over body. Chill lasts one and a-half 


‘OTALGIA—SILICEA. ; (hours ; fever, 30 minutes. Sweat, variable; pro- 
Dr. Donovan said this affection characterized | fase or scanty. Great thirst during chill only. 
by violent pain, was relieved by silicea 200, as|Sharp pains on top of head during paroxysms. 


at present prevailing. 


Nausea before chill. Cured hy eup. purp., Ist. 
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Te Fifth Volume of Tue Homa@oratuic 
TIMES commences with the April issue. Our 
The Times 
has contained more original matter than any 
other medical journal published in this country. 
If the quality has sometimes fallen short of the 
highest standard, the fault can be charged more 
to the profession than to the editors. The Times 
is published solely for the good of the profes- 


past record is before the public. 


sion. If the profession choose to make it the 
medium for the presentation of their best 
thoughts, in a clear and condensed form, it will 
find its way into the library of every intelligent 
physician in our school throughout the land. 
The editors are the servants of the public, and 
know that to meet the public want they must 
not only prevent a well digested summary of 
the medical notes of the day, but that the dis- 
cussions of great medical topics, however earnest 
may be the tone, should be practical in their 
character and devoid of persoual bitterness, As 
editors of a public journal they have no personal 
antagonisms; no private griefs to display; no 
merely personal ends to accomplish, but are ex- 
pending time and money without one dime of 
pecuniary profit, their aim being solely to pre- 
sent a journal which, by its intrinsic merits, 





\shall meet the approval and patronage of the 


| profession. 


If the profession will help us with their pens 


jand their purse, the desired end can easily be 


accomplished. An ample list of paying sub- 


|scribers will enable us to pay for the best talent 





in special departments which can be procured. 
If every intelligent physician will cull from the 
immense field of his clinical practice, a little 
of his best work for our readers, we can present 
monthly an intellectual feast unsurpassed by 
any other journal. Our appeal is not for our- 
selves individually, but for that journal which 


should serve a part of the profession. 


A PRATICAL WORKING PROFESSION. 


It is not always #0 easy 
The man 


It is easy to theorize. 
to put those theories to practical use. 
who has battled with disease in its bundred 
varied forms; who has stood by the sick bed 
when life seemed ebbing away, when. weeping 
eyes and breaking hearts were around him; when, 
not only reputation was at stake, but all of his 
sympathies, all of manhood, all of the strength 
and quickness of his intellect were aroused to 
save, is inclined to listen with something akin 
to pity, or even contempt to the prosy philoso- 
pher who, in the quiet of his study or in the 
sylvan shades of his country home, attempts to 
teach the world what is the truly orthodox in 
medicine. His philosophy is often like those 
gossamer threads crystallizing in their meshes 
the morning dew, sparkling and shining like 
webs of silver in the early sunshine, but torn, 
and tossed, and scattered by the slightest breeze. 
Give us a practical working profession. Let 
the men teach who have earned the right, not 
only by hard toil in the study, but. by close 
and discriminating thought—by positive results 
gained in the sick room. When a man can 
point to a long array of indisputable facts, and 
show not what might be, or should be, but 
what has been accomplished, his voice will have 
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Why should we quarrel then among ourselves 


some weight and his opinions worthy of careful 
on the question of potencies? The public will 


consideration. 
The faithful student, the thoroughly practical | find out where lies success and govern itself 
|accordingly. Are not the folds of the great 


medical flag upon which we see shining out in 
unfading brightness our favorite quartering of 
similia, ample enough for us all to work be- 
neath, without jostling each other or hoisting 
little flags of high and low dilutions. That 


own opinions, he has a certain amount of respect | great flag covers every true, intelligent, earnest, 
for those of his honest, intelligent neighbor,| worker. It is the emblem of freedom of 
however widely they may differ from his own. | thought and of that broad conservative demo- 

What we are all striving for is success and | cracy which, while it insists upon law and order, 
the great public for whom we all work, and| respects the right of individual opinion. If I 
which cares nothing for mere theory when life| confine myself to no particular potency, but 
and health are concerned, but every thing for| give as seems to me indicated from the crude 
practical results soon learns to discriminate be-| drug, in appreciable doses to the higher attenua- 
tween the transcendental dreamer, who finds | tion, the man who believes in the higher attenua- 
no good in drugs until they have passed through | tions only has no more right to flaunt his high 
a certain process of dynamization, in which their | potency flag in my face, and call me mongrel 
spiritual life is awakened and evolved in some | and hetrodox, than I have to call him a moon- 
mysterious manner in ever increasing power and | Struck visionary. Our field of battle is not the 


adaptability to the diseased organisms, as vo rn or the printed page, but the sick room ; 
process goes on towards the millions; or the | 0Ur weapons not words and hair-splittipg logic, 


mere materialist who looks upon the human | not alone weapons which, with a skilled eye and 
form as a complicated machine, a mill which is | Test, with ample time to take aim, are good for 
to be cleaned out and its wheels oiled when it;# hundred yards, but those which he must use 
gets out of order, without the slighteet regard | in a hand to hand fight, where life itself depends 
to any more delicate life which may be locked | upon prompt action. The public will be our 
up in the human form—and the more practical | judges, and their decision will be final. Is it 
man who, while he recognizes the extreme deli-| ot about time to haul down these little high 
cacy of our nervous organization, and the play of 4nd low dilution flags, to bury that restless 
spiritual life which gives force and power to our | ghost for ever which has so long haunted our 
being, recognizes also the fact that we have a| waking and dreaming hours, ever pointing its 
material body, living in a material world, which spectre finger and shaking its gory locks, and 
we must sometimes treat with material agents, | clasp hands in brotherly concord and amity 
The public is our master, tickled perhaps at above the grave? 

times with a straw, humbugged a little occasion-| Let us have peace, but a peace based on that 
ally with wise looks, and a reasoning, they|mutual respect, which all should feel for each 
think, must be profound because they cannot| other, who are fighting the same great battle 
understand it; but, on the whole, a practical | and looking forward to the same end. 

master demanding positive results, and not 
being for any length of time satisfied with any; warps Island Hom. Hospital —Largest 
thing less. | census on any one day in February, 653. 


man, is generous in his estimate of the abilities 
of his hard-working brethren in the profession. 
Knowing the uncertainties of his art, the tenden- 
cies of the haman mind to run in different channels 
of thought, and look at important facts from dif- 
ferent stand-points, while he may be strong in his 
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HEALTH BOARDS. 


UNDER organizations thus entitled, the people 
of this city have placed themselves, ostensibly 
for purposes of protection to the public health. 

This so-called “ Board of Health,” is a very 
expensive luxury, the cost of the same to the 
people of the city for the year 1873, being the 
modest sum of $215,227.04 

The value of this expensive machinery in the 
preservation of public health, it is not the prov- 
ince of this article to discuss, but the mutual 
relations of the medical profession and this 
Board, it is our duty to consider. 

Some very curious facts or experiences have 
come to our notice, as for instance, a homeo- 
pathic practitioner, of forty years standing, has 
recently been summoned to appear before the 
“ Board of Health” of the City of New York, 
with his medical diploma, for the purpose of 


registration. 
Now, as this gentleman has been in the con- 


stant and active practice of his profession for 
the last forty years, and is a well-known gentle- 
man of unquestionable standing in the commu- 
nity and in the profession, it seems very curious 
that he should, at this time, be the recipient of 
so strange a request. The certificates of death 
of another practitioner who registered his name 
with the “ Board” five years since, are refused 
until this gentleman again comes down for re- 
gistration. 

A homeopathic practitioner was recently 
notified that charges had been preferred against 
him by the Sanitary Superintendent, with a re- 
quest that he appear before the Board of Health 
and answer to the same, the fact being that a 
certifieate of death from diphtheria had recently 
been returned by him without previous notice of 


the illness. 

The Sanitary Code, section 131, says: 

“That every physician shall report to the Sanitary 
Bureau, in writing, every person having a contagious 
disease, which such physician has prescribed for or 
attended for the first sime since having such a conta- 
gious disease, during any part of the preceding twenty- 
four hours,” etc, 





Every physician knows it is sometimes difficult 
to make a positive diagnosis in some of these, 
especially fulminating cases, or report them 
within the twenty-four hours allotted, as death 
may overtake him ere the lapse of even this 
time. 

Has this Sanitary Superintendent no discre- 
tion or judgment? Does he think that the busy 
practitioner has time to answer suinmonses based 
upon such trivial grounds ? 

It ought certainly to be sufficient in the inte- 
rest of the public health that a notice is received 
by the Bureau, either as a report in accordance 
with section 141, or in the shape of a certificate 
of death. 

How few practitioners of medicine are pro- 
bably aware of the existence of section 136 of 
the “ Code,” which reads as follows: 


“That it shall be the duty of every person knowing 
of any individual in said city sick of any contagious 
disease, and the duty of every physician hearing of any 


‘such sick person, who he shall have reason to think 


requires the attention of this Department, to at once 
report the facts to the Sanitary Bureau, in regard to 
the disease, condition, und dwelling-place or conditioy 
of such sick person.” 


Who is responsible for the incivilities prac- 
ticed toward physicians in the granting of burial 
permits? Ask any undertaker who has applied 
for the same. 

Will physicians quietly submit to indignities 
from these hirelings? We hope not, and they 
have already done so too long. 

What is the remedy? Let our County Medical 
Society appoint a standing committee to whom 
all such matters shall be referred, and whose 
duty it shall be to investigate all complaints 
arising between members of the profession and 
the “ Board of Health,” aud also to advise phy- 
sicians as to their rights and duties as law abid- 
ing citizens, in their relations to the “ public 
health.” 

It is important that every practicing physician 
should register his name in the books of the 
“ Board,” in order to guard against forgery. 

That the “ Board” cannot legally refuse to_ 
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grant a “permit” upon a proper certificate, | 
signed by one who Aas thus signed, there can be | 
no doubt. 

There is great doubt as to whether the 
“ Board” has a right to demand of the practi- | 


tioner the presentation of his medical diploma 
under any circumstances. 

A health board is not the judge in any res- | 
pect either of qualifications, standing, or profes- | 
sional skill. The matter of qualification belongs | 
entirely with county societies. 

In making certificate of death the physician 
should bear in mind the following points, viz. : 

1. Correctly fill the blank in fidl. 


2. Be certain of the diagnosis, and state it 








concisely, if complicated. 

3. State any facts bearing upon the case that | 
ought to be known, especially anything of a, 
doubtful nature respecting the death. 

Having carefully filled the certificate upon 
grounds unquestionable and _ unimpregnable, 
stick to your statements thus recorded, without 
, the slightest disposition to waver or back down, 
should questions arise which the exercise of a 
reasonable judgment and discretion would ren- 
der impossible. ‘The Editors of this journal 
will be glad to hear of any trouble arising be- 





tween members of the profession and the 


“ Board of Health.” 


a —- 


Dr. Alfred K. Hills has found bryonia a fre- 
quently indicated remedy of late, and bases the 
reasons upon the fact of rapid atmospheric 
change, without corresponding or incautious 
bodily clothing. The warm days come, and find 
us heavily clad; perspiration occurs, and unless 
the greatest care is exercised the body will ex- 
perience a chill, difficult to rally from without | 
sequelw. In such eases no remedy holds a closer | 
relationship, and is more often indicated. 








THE Western Academy of Homeopathy and | 
the Indiana Institute of Homeopathy will hold | 
a joint session, at Indianapolis, on the 29th, 30th | 
and 81st of May next. A grand and interesting 
occasion is promised. 





Reports of Societies. 


HAHNEMANN MEDICAL COLLEGE OF 
CHICAGO. 

THE above college held its Commencement on 
February 22d, and graduated the following 
named forty-four candidates : 

John A. Allen, Illinois; James O. Ackerman, 
Wisconsin; Edwin E. Atkins, Wisconsin ; Char- 
les T. Barnes, Illinois; George A. Barrows, 
California; Henry N. Baldwin, Illinois; C. A. 
Beverley, Illinois; W.'T. Beanstrup, Indiana; 
F. B. Brewer, Illinois; D. Brewer, Illinois; W. 
H. Caine, Minnesota; Daniel E. Cranz, Ohio; 
Robert Cauch, California ; Caroline E. Daniels, 
Illinois; James Scott Daniels, Wisconsin; Her- 
man Falk, Tennessee; T. R. Grow, Illinois; R. 
L. Harris, Iowa; J. W. M. Hawes, Wisconsin ; 
George W. Hilton, Illinois; John M. Hummer, 
California; Edward A. Ince, Illinois; Lizzie P. 
James, Illinois: Sheldon Leavitt, Illinois ; 
Marion F. Martin, Illinois; Henry P. Moury, 
Michigan; Cornelius Myers, Indiana; William 
F. Morrison, Illinois; 8. D. Neve, Illinois; Chas. 
B. Pillsbury, Tlinois; H. W. Roby, Wisconsin ; 
J. W. Rockwell, Ohio; Isador Sax, Illinois; C. 
A. Seymour, Iowa; E. R. Smith, Wisconsin ; 
Zephaniah W. Shepherd, Mich.; W. A. Shepard, 
Illinois; James A. Stringham, Michigan; Fre- 
mont Soans, Ohio; Mary Sorenson, Illinois; W. 
E. Taylor, Wisconsin; Warren H. Thomas, 
Indiana; John H. Timken, Missouri; Jackson 


| B. Whittier, Wisconsin. 


Professors Ludlam and Hall made addresses, 


| President Small conferred the degrees, and Dr. 


H. N. Baldwin delivered the valedictory on the 
part of the class. 

The following prizes were awarded : 

First, trustees’ prize, $40, for the best examin- 
ation, W. E. Taylor. 

Second, $25, for the second best examination, 
H. N. Baldwin. 

Third prize, $25, for the next best examination, 
John H. Timken. 

Prof.Small’s prize for the best essay on stiffness 
and immobility of the joints, a copy of Hering’s 
condensed “ Materia Medica,” was given to Shel- 
don Leavitt. 

Prof. Hall’s prize, for the best written paper 
on the causes, nature, and treatment of tetanus, 
was also given to Sheldon Leavitt. It was a 
complete amputating and trephining set. 
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Prof. Vilas’ prize, for the best written report 
on the eye and ear clinics, a complete ear set, 
was given to E. S. Bailey. 

Dr. Ludlam’s prize, for the best written report 
of the elinics on wonien’s diseases, five volumes 
of medical works, was given to Dr. H. W. 
Robey. 

It was announced that Dr. E. E. Pillsbury had 
been appointed house physician and H. E. Rock- 
well assistant house physician at the hospital. 
This, with a song, concluded the programme, 
and the company adjourned to the Grand Pacific, 
where a supper was served. 

PROF. A. E. SMALL PRESIDED. 

The doctors, dismissing, for the time being, all 
professional notions of moderation in dietary and 
gastronomic matters, attacked the viands with 
amazing appetites. Every man plied the com- 
mon case knife with as much dexterity as a sur- 
geon handles the scalpel, and performed, not 
upon themselves, but upon the victuals, the most 
delicate surgical operations, amputations, and 
dissections with the celerity of old practitioners. 
The M.D.’s, old and new-made, varied the mono- 
tony of feeding by chatting cheerfully of diphthe- 
ria, small-pox, and other interesting professional 
and social topics. After the appetite had been 
fully appeased with solid substance,—intoxica- 
ting drinks being rigidly excluded from the bill 
of fare—Professor C. H. Vilas, toast-master of 
the evening, read the toasts that had been pre- 


pared. 
THE FIRST TOAST 


was to the Trustees of the College and Hospital, 
and was responded te by Hon. ‘Thomas Hoyne; 
the second was: “ As in the past and present, so 
in the future, may she (the College) continue to 
be the leading exponent of homeopathy in the 
West,” and called out Prof. A. E. Small, who 
made a felicitous speech. ‘The memory of 
Hahnemann” was spoken to by Prof. W. J. 
Hawkes. Other sentiments were severally re- 
sponded to by Profs. Cole, Hall, Wheeler. Von 
Tagen, and Hoyne, and Drs. Shepherd and 
Robey. The physician, the ladies, and the press 
were all toasted. The eleventh and last toast, 
“A limited faculty and better teaching; their 
fruits are shown in our increase of members and 
larger graduating class,” called out a happy 
speech from Prof. R. Ludilam. The company 
did not disperse until long after midnight.— 
Times. 


HOMCOPATHIC MEDICAL SOCIETY OF 
THE STATE OF NEW YORK. 


THE twenty-sixth annual meeting of the 
Homeopathic Medical Society, of the State of 
New York, was held in the Common Council 
Chamber, Albany, commencing at 10 a. M., Feb. 
13th, 1877, the president, Dr. T. F. Allen, of 
New York, in the chair. 

The president in his.introductory remarks 
reviewed the general condition of the homeo- 
pathic institutions of the State, and sounded a 
note of alarm regarding the spread of empiricism 
in our school. 

The president then appointed Drs. Hollett, 
Wright, and T, F. Smith, a committee on audit; 
Drs. Hasbrouck and E. D. Jones, on credentials ; 
Drs. Fiske and Stiles, on invitations. 

The minutes of the last annual and semi-annual 
meetings were then read by the secretary, and 
approved by the society. 

The report of the treasurer was read and re- 
ferred to the auditing committee, and was as 
follows: 

Frank L. Vincent, Treas., in account with 
Hom. Med. Soc. of the State of New York: 


Dr. 
To Cash in Treasury, Feb. 11th, 1876, $116 50 





Collections 1876-77.......... 715 00 
Cr. 

By Cash paid Janitor................ $1000 
** Balance due Sec’y, 1876........... 170 00 
** Work on Vol. IL, Trans........... 75 00 
“ Treasurer's Expenses.......... ., 21 45 
“ Troy Whig—Printing............. 59 60 
“* Expenses—E. Hasbrouck.......... 11 09 
“om Sec'y Hills............. 142 15 
“ Sulary Y apineians . 250 00 
“* Balance in Treasury.............. 92 21 

$831 50 


Dr. Hollett, Chairman of the Auditing Com- 
mittee, reported the accounts of the treasurer 
correct. 

Nominations to permanent membership : 

Ist district, Drs. C. E. Blumenthal, and C. Th. 
Liebold. 2d dist., Dr. J. B. Elliott. 3d dist., 
Drs. G. A. Cox, and ©. E. Jones. 4th dist., Dr. 
C. E. Low. 7th dist., Dr. N. B. Covert. 

The resignation of Dr. E. B. Holmes was re- 
ceived and accepted. The resignations of Drs. 
H. Sayles and B. B. Schenck were laid upon the 
table, and these gentlemen requested to continue 
their membership, without paying further dues 





to the gociety. 
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meeting, from February to October, notice of 


Upon motion it was voted to remit the dues 
which was given at the last annual meeting. 


of Drs. F. W. Hunt, Wm. Wright and L. S. P. 
Lord, and they were exonerated from further) After considerable discussion the matter was 
dues. indefinitely laid upon the table. 
The following gentlemen were elected to per- | Dr. Hasbrouck of the Committee on Organi- 
manent membership : | zation, ete., of County Societies, made a report 
Ist district, Drs. Alex. Berghaus and F. E, | in which he stated that the establishment of 
Doughty. 2d district, Drs. Harrison Willis and | many of them was of doubtful legality, and were 
Charles M. Lawrence. 4th district, Drs C. J. | entirely without foundation. The report was 
Farley and Peter H. Hulst. 5th district, Dr. W. accepted, and Dr. Hasbrouck re-appointed as a 
C. Doane. 8th district, Ur. A. C. Hoxsie. | committee of one to continue investigations and 











The following resolution was adopted : 


Resolved: That the Secretary be hereby requested to 
exclude from the transactions of the Society, when | 


printed, the entire record of the proceedings of the last 
annual meeting having reference to the charges against 
Dr. H. M. Paine. 

The following resolution was unanimously 
adopted : 

Resolved: That the sum of one hundred dollars be 
paid to Messrs. Weed, Parsons & Co. on account of 
Vol. I. Society Transactions. 

The Ex. Committee reported, under a resolu- 
tion of the society of last year, as the amount 
due from delinquent members and societies, the 
sum of $624, and nearly $200 from subscribers 
to vol. I. Transactions, the latter amount being 
sufficient to liquidate the indebtedness upon the 
same. The names of delinquents to be published 
in next vol. of Trans 

The following resolution was unanimously 
adopted : 

Resolved; That copies of the Transactions Vol. XI. 
(N.5., 1.) be forwarded with the subscriptions to the 
subscribers by express, C. O. D. 

Dr. Vincent stated that county societies were 
bound only by courtesy to pay the dues of its 
delegates, and there were many instances of dis- 
graceful evasion in respect to this matter. The 
law does enable us however to collect the dues 
of the delegates individually, but justice demands 
that the respective county organizations should 
assume the dues of their representatives. I would 
like to enquire whether a practicing physician 
can withdraw from membership in a county 
society ? 

The secretary stated that he could not, accord- 
ing to the laws of the commonwealth, withdraw 
from membership, and still continue to practice 
his profession. 

In the order of business, next came the con- 
sideration of the proposed change in the Consti- 
tution, changing the time of holding the annual 








‘advise the means for proper re-organization of 


those found defective. 

Upon motion it was voted to refer the publi- 
cation of Vol. III. Transactions, to a committee 
of three, and Drs. Hills, Blumenthal and Fiske 
were thus appointed. 

Upon motion it was voted that the volume of 
Transactions, now in preparation, be numbered 
thirteen, and hereafter the volumes be numbered 
consecutively, and that the secretary also have 
placed on the back, the number of the “new 
series.” 
Upon motion it was voted that this society 
most respectfully petition the proper authorities 
for the publication of 5,000 copies of the catalogue 
of the “ National Medical Library” as early as 
possible. 

Adjourned until 2 Pp. m. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

Dr. Henry M. Smith read a paper qn Phar- 
macology, and was elected chairman of this de- 
partment for the ensuing year. 

CLINICAL MEDICINE. 

Dr. E. Hasbrouck read a most elaborate and 
exhaustive paper on “ Yellow Fever,” by D. K. 
Mandeville, M. D. 

Dr. T. L. Brown read a paper entitled, “ How 
can we be certain of the best remedy in a given 
case?” Dr. T. Franklin Smith, one on “Sepia 
and macrotin in congestion of the uterus.” Dr. 
W.C. Doane, on “The pathological action of 
Aconite.” Dr. H. V. Miller on “Aconite an ex- 
ceptional remedy in typhus and typhoid fevers.” 
The secretary read “ Clinical Cases,” and a paper 
on “ Gelseminum in remitting fever of children,” 
by Dr. J. A. Terry, and one on the “Successful 
treatment of scrofulous tumors,” by Dr. Aman- 
dus Schroeder. 

Dr. T. L. Brown reported a case in which there 
was constant nausea relived by lemon-juice, other 
remedies failing. 
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Dr. Joel D. Madden spoke of the use of sui- 
phate of copper in convulsions of children, de- 
pendent upon “cerebral tubercular degenera- 
tion.” 

Dr. T. L. Brown spoke of the increasing cus- 
tom in the “old school” of substituting aconite 
for blood-letting. 

Dr. W. C. Doane was elected chairman of 
the bureau for the ensuing year. 

The president announced that the Board of 
Trustees of the “Asylum for the Insane at Mid- 
dletown,” had requested the appointment of a 
visiting committee, and the nomination of a 
medical superintendent. 

Upon motion it was voted, “ that in accord- 
ance with the request, a committee be appointed 
to visit the Asylum, make an investigation, and 
report as to the same,” and Drs. B. F. Joslin, W. 
M. L. Fiske, A. R. Wright, C. M. Lawrence, 
and Ira 8. Bradner, were appointed. 

Considerable discussion ensued as to the com- 
position of the Board of Trustees, the medical 
and financial conduct of the institution, and the 
management of the Asylum in general. 

Dr. Bradner explained that the difficulty was 
not so much with the medical management as 
with the business affairs. 

One of the trustees would like to run things 
to suit himself. It was not that they were dis- 
satisfied with the management of the superin- 
tendent, but with its financial affairs. I do not 


Dr. H. V. Miller. If this society nominates 
some man wanted by the trustees they will con- 
firm, but not otherwise, hence where is the 
honor in their request. 

. Upon motion, Drs. A. P. Hollet, W.C. Doane 
and H. V. Miller were appointed a committe to 
investigate the matter, and report to-morrow. 


The following resolutions were adopted : 


Reso!ved, That we, the permanent and delegate mem- 
bers of this society, representing the Homaopathic 
School in the State, do hereby endorse the general 
provisions presented in the bill to the Legislature by 
the Hon. William Gulic, entitled “ An act to create a 
State Board of Health for the protection of life and health 
and to prevent the spread of disease in the State of New 
York,” and known as Assembly Bill No. 31. 

Resolved, 'That we consider its provision for the orga- 
nization of said Board, fair and equitable, and not cal- 
culated to give one school of medicine any advantage 
over the other, and thus establish a “ State Medicine,” 
which we deprecate. This we consider is to be effected 
by selecting the larger part of the members as is pro- 
vided in this bill, from among the State officers, or 
from laymen outside of the medical profession, and the 
physicians on the Board to be appointed equally, by 
the regularly incorporated State Medical Societies. 

Resolved, That the officers of this society are hereby 
instructed to transmit to the members of the State 
Legislature the above expression of the sentiment of 
this society. 

EVENING SESSION, 

Report of the Bureau of Materia Medica. 

Dr. T. L. Brown read a paper on “Protogon,” 
and he had prescribed the remedy in some cases 





think this society ought to back down, and say 
that Dr. Stiles was to blame, and nominate ano- 
ther mani to the position of Medical Superinten- | 
dent. I think he is the man suited to this place, | 
and should be re-instated. 

Dr. H. V. Miller was in favor of going to the 
bottom of this matter, and recommending to 
the Governor known homeopathists for trustees. 

Dr. Watson was in favor of Dr. Stiles, doubt- 
ed the advisibility of his nomination, but was of 
the opinion that some one should be nominated 
as Medical Superintendent, in accordance with 
the request. 

Dr. Ira 8. Bradner. We believe Dr. Stiles to 
be the best man for the position in our ranks, 
and let us give the trustees so to understand. 





Dr. W. C. Doane said if Dr. Stiles can be ap-| 
pointed, let us nominate him, and if this society | 
does nominate, we shall then see whether the, 
trustees areacting in good faith, in asking us to 
do so, by confirming our nominee. 


‘ 





of nervous prostration with good results, and 
had proved the drug to some extent upon himself, 

Dr. W. C. Doane referred to several cases of 
phthisis pulmonalis cured with Lachesis, and 
said it was through the influence of this drag 
that he became a bomeeopathist. 

Dr. H. V. Miller was elected chairman of this 
burean for the ensuing year. 

Report of the Bureau of Obstetrics, Dr. E. 
Hasbrouck, chairman, who read the following 
papers: “Amniotic flnid in labor,” by Dr. Henry 
M. Lewis, and “The Obstetric Bandage,” com- 
piled by the chairman, including papers by 
Drs. P. P. Wells and Henry Minton, with dis- 
cu:sion upon the same in the Kings Co. Society. 

Dr. T. Franklin Smith had found no benefit 
from the use of the bandage, and patients would 
not insist upon its use if they were assured of 
no danger to their forms without it. 

Dr. Fiske. The paper on “Amniotic Fluid, 
etc.,” certainly brings to mind the fact that dry 
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labors are slow. I think the grounds taken by 
the author of the paper quite tenable, in the 
fact that the uterus in a dry labor contracts upon 
an irregular mass, instead of an ovoid body, as 
when filled with amniotic fluid. ; 

Dr. Henry Minton was elected chairman of 
the Bureau of Obstetrics for the ensuing year. 

Report of the Bureau of Mental and Nervous 
Diseases, presented by Dr. Henry R. Stiles, 
chairman, consisted of a paper which was read, 
entitled, “An Introduction to the Study of the 
Nervous System,” by Dr. C. W. Boyce. 

Dr. Henry R. Stiles was elected Chairman of 
the Bureau of Mental and Nervous Diseases for 
the ensuing year. 

Dr. T. L. Brown, of the Bureau of Vaccination, 
read a paper on “Some avoidable evils of vacci- 
nation.” 

The president asked what part of the lower 
extremity is found best in vaccination ? 

Dr. Henry Minton answered, just below the 
knee. 

Dr. T. L. Brown thought vaccination should 
be practiced in cold weather. 

Dr. H. L. Waldo said the Germans insisted 
upon being vaccinated only in the month of 
May. 

Dr. Fiske said infants suffered more from 
teething during cold weather, and were liable to 





suffer from exposure if vaccinated at this time. 

Dr. T. L. Brown would only vaccinate when 
the patient was free from other diseases, and not | 
teething. 

Dr. Fiske stated that vaccinations do not take | 
readily this year, and out of twelve dollars worth | 
of virus, there came but one successful case. 

Dr. Minton’s experience coincided. 

Dr. Fiske. When we had the epidemic there 
was no trouble in vaccination taking. 

Dr. Madden said only a small per centage of 
vaccinations took in Harlem. 

Dr. T. L. Brown was elected chairman of the 


Bureau of Vaccination for the ensuing year. 


M. Paine, T. L. Brown, Geo. F. Haud, M. J. Lincoln, 
A. F. Wood, C. P. Cook, A. R. Wright, W. M. L. 
Fiske, H. Minton, E. Hasbrouck, E. H. Eisenbrey, J. 
V. Riggs, T. Franklin Smith, Joel D. Madden, Henry 
M. Smith, J. P. Ermentrau*, Thomas Wildes, Hamilton 
Rickaby, J. B. Gilbert, T. F. Allen, Alfred K. Hills, 
Wm. H. Watson, M. O. Terry, B. B. Schenck, Wm. C. 
Doane, H. VY. Miller, A. H. Marks, Ira S. Bradner, H. 
R. Stiles, C. M. Lawrence, F. L. Vincent, E. 8S. 
Coburn, A. B. Conger, lt. E. Belding, ©. H. Carpenter, 
H. D. Brown, 8. P. Pearsall, A. P. Hollett, Wm. 
Gulick, A. W. Holden, L. A. Clark, Conn. State 
Society ; Dr. G. H. Wilson. 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 
President, Dr. Egbert Guernsey, of New York. 
First Vice-President, Dr. William Gulick, 
Watkins. 

Second Vice-President, Dr. Henry R. Stiles, 
Middletown. 

Third Vice-President, Dr. H. D. Brown, Pots- 
dam. 

Recording Secretary, Dr. Alfred K. Hills, New 
York. 

Corresponding Secretary, Dr. H. L. Waldo, 
West Troy. 

Treasurer, Dr. E. 8. Coburn, Troy. 

CENSORS. 

Northern district, Drs. Pearsall, Clark, and 
Little. 

Southern district, Drs. Fiske, Whitney and 
Sumner. 

Middle district, 


Drs. Terry, Hollett and 


| Watson. 


Western district, Drs. Kenyon, Bryan and R. 


S. Bishop. 


COMMITTEE ON LEGISLATION. 
Drs. L. M. Pratt. Wm. Gulick, H. M. Paine. 


| A. P. Hollett and J. B. Gilbert. 


COMMITTEE ON INSTITUTIONS. 
Drs. Blumenthal, Holden and Hills. 


(To be continued.) 





BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS 


In Texas a Jaw has been enacted creating a 


Dr. T. L. Brown said that simple bodies, | Board of Medical Examiners, for the purpose of 


such as sulphur, phosphorus, etc., constituted our | pr 


best remedies. 
WEDNESDAY—MORNING SESSION. 
Report of the Committee on, Credentials, as 
follows: 
Drs. H. L. Waldo, N. Hunting, J. F. McKown, J. W. | 
Cox, J. J. Peckham, W. H. Van Derzee, C. E. Jones, E. 
B. Graham, 8. H. Carroll], L. M. Pratt, E. D. Jones, H. 





otecting the citizens from empiricism. 
In each judicial district the presiding judge 
was to appoint the examiners. 

Lately it was understood that the Hon. E. B. 
Turner, judge of the sixteenth district, intended 


to appoint one home@opath on his board, where- 
_| upon protest was made by a number of allopathic 


physicians in the following style : 
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“The appointment would certainly destroy the effi- Pbitu ary 
ciency of the law in this district. 1t would be impos- | . 
sible to secure a competent board. Regular physicians) === 
could not co operate with irregulars, because in 80) WE are pained to record the death of our 
doing they would indorse ideas wrong in theory and ‘ 
dangeroes in practice esteemed colleague, Dr. Carrol] Dunham, which 
“ Regular physicians, thus associated, wou!d be ex- | occurred at his residencein Irvington-on-Hudson, 
cluded from membership in the American and State February 18th, 1877, at the age of 49. 
Medical Associations.” Dr. Dunham was born at 37 Broad street, this 


To this protest Judge Turner made reply : | city, in the year 1828, graduated in the literary 

“ You state that I intend to appoint an irregular phy-| department of Columbia College in the year 
sician upon the board, J have said no such thing. The | 1847, received the degree of Doctor of Medicine 
bya hp cree yours, oe pul ; ag said that | in the medical department of the same college 

Gouny Ene 6 Remaepatels pageielan Whe pasbense |in 1850, and later, under the guidance of Dr. 
the proper qualifications, I thought it my duty, under | Heri died 1 , 
the Constitution, to appoint him on the board. ering, studie homeopat ny: ‘ ' j 

“To this you object. At the same time you admit| As a co-laborer in the line of medical litera- 
that the duty of the board will have been fully dis-| ture, he was well known and justly famed. 
charged without making sny inquiry in relation to| No man in our school has done more toward 
matters where there is a difference of opinion. analyzing the symptoms of our provings than 

“That homeopathic physicians are among us and | De. Dash 1 hie stadies in thie directic 
that many intelligent citizens desire their services, are | o> ny Oe va aparunibe - ashanti 
facts that admit of no question. Shall we permit them | should be collected in a volume to his memory. 
to be driven out from among us, and deprive such as| His extreme modesty and sense of justice only 
desire their services from having them? It can be| deterred him from publishing a work on Materia 
done under this law. When the board is organized, “ Medica, for he has often said, “I will never pub- 
makes its own rules, and if they reject an applicant, there | lish a work on this subject as long as Hering 
can be no appeal ; and if he dared to practice at all, he | lives.” It t Loum on ‘ked of Dr. Dunk 
would be daily liable to a prosecution, and to a fine of | om = oe een © 2 ean, 
not less than fifty dollars. | that “ he would not steal the old man’s thunder.” 

“ With boards actuated by a determinationtoridthe| In our society work, who can fill his place? 
country of what you call irregular physicians, the | Alas, it was this over-exertion that finally pros- 
machinery is perfect for ostracism on the one hand,| trated him. 
and a monopoly on the other.” 











His life has been, in short, a record of brief 
‘ a ae | periods of hard work, divided by long periods 
ONONDAGA CO. HOM. MED. SOCIETY. | of illness, prostration and compulsory retire- 
THe report of the January meeting of the| ments, and his final withdrawal from this scene 
Onondaga County Homeopathic Medical So-| of action was long since anticipated. His later 
ciety, by Dr. H. V. Miller, has been received in | years, however, have been free from the organic 
slips from the local press. . |dangers which beset his entrance to the pro- 
Dr. Greeley, in his. paper on diphtheria, re- | fegsion. 
commended equal parts of aleohol and water, as We mourn the loss ofa genuine friend, a just 
a gargle every hour or two,and merc., prot.,| and constientious man, and the school to which 
arsen., phytol., lach., lycop., apis., ete., as the | we belong loses one of its most active and able 
constitutional treatment. The opinions of the | champions. 
members present seemed to agree that apis. was) [py justice to his memory, we can say that he 
a very important remedy in this disease. was a most kind and genial gentleman, pos- 
Dr. Brewster reported a case of asthma, com- | sessing rare virtues in a remarkable degree. 
plicated with erysipelas, cured with apis. ; a| 
desperate case of diphtheria, with muriatic! Wy11am F. Guernsey. M. D., an-eminent 
acid ; and a case of gangrene in traumatic | physician of Philadelphia, died at his residence 
erysipelas cured by apis. ithe last week in February, aged sixty-three 
—— years. He was born in Vermont, and studied 
Dr. Geo. ALLEN has been appointed to the | medicine in the office of his brother, Dr. Henry 
“ House Staff” of the Homeopathic Hospital on| N. Guernsey, graduating at the Homeopathic 
Wards Island. Medical College of Pennsylvania in 1852, since 
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which time he has resided in Philadelphia, and 
been engaged in active practice. Dr. Guernsey 
was noted for more than usual skill in the prac- 
tice of his profession, possessing that tact, sym- 
pathy, and gentlemanly courtesy which makes 
of the true physician the family friend. His 
wide circle of devoted friends will miss his skill, 
his active sympathy in every good work and 
friendly counsels in time of trouble. 





Dr. Evizasetu 8S. ADAMS, an able physician 
whose life was devoted to her profession, died in 
New York city, December 14, 1876. 

She took her diploma as Doctor of Medicine 
from the New York Medical College for Women 
in 1869. Making the diseases of women a speci- 
alty, she soon became widely known, and the 
evidences of affection shown by those who have 
not only lost a physician, but a friend, attest the 
value of her ministrations. 

The life so rich in good deeds has ended on 
earth. The labor of one earnest woman, and the 
good it was accomplishing, are passed away, but 
her memory will live long in the hearts of those 
who knew and loved her. 








Bibliographical. 








A TREATISE ON DISEASES OF THE SKIN. By 
8. Lilienthal, M.D. New York and Philadel- 
phia: Boericke & Tafel. 1876. 

First taking off our hat with deference to the 

venerable “8S. L.,” we next ask whether he holds 

to the prevailing doctrine that it is one thing to 
write a popular book, and quite another thing to 
tell the plain truth ? 

No 6ne in this country is better able than Dr. 
Lilienthal, to tell us that all diseases of the skin 
are but the external manifestation of internal 
disorder, and that sooner or later all chronic 
diseases have askin eruption. Even the “ animal 
parasitic diseases of the skin” are dependent 
upon a constitutional dyscrasia, without which 
they will fail to find a suitable soil for their 
development. 

Why then should he give so much space to 
the quoting of Hebra, Wilson, Neumann, Fox, 
Neligan, Willan, Hardy, and others? He well 
knows that these men consider each and every 
disease to be an entity. That they regard dis- 
eases of women as something to be scooped out 











with a spoon or propped up with a derrick; 
that they treat diseases of the eye with leeches 
to the temple; diseases of the nerves with plas- 
ters and Jiniments; and diseases of the skin ina 
manner which is illogical, at least, if not bar- 
barous ! 

Of what earthly use in the curative process are 
tar soap, hyposulphite of soda, blisters, solution 
of boraz, etc., locally applied in the treatment 
of the truly called “parasitic diseases of the 
skin,” such as favus, tinea tonsurans, tinea decal- 
vans, etc., when the disorder is unmistakably 
constitutional, and may possibly be due to some 
hereditary taint? Cleanliness, however, is neces- 
sary. 

He takes the ground that lupus is a surgical 
disease, and accepts the dictum of an allopathic 
authority that this affection cannot be cured by 
internal medication. It is contrary to reason to 
believe that an allopathic surgeon would “ cure” 
such a disorder in any other manner than with a 
knife. 

Why does not the author give his experiences 
with this disease ? 

The early chapters of his book are not as good 
as his lectures—for in the latter he “ speaks out 
in meeting,” talks homeopathy, and gives us 
always something from his own immeasurable 
store-house. 

What is the matter? Is he afraid of treading 
on somebody’s pet corn, which, like all else 
“skinny,” is but the expression of a constitutional 
vice? Mark where the noble Kafka speaks, and 
note the antipsoric remedies named! See 
where Arcularius cures with arsen. 30 and 
sulph. 30, and {no external application was 
used.” And whenever Professor A. R. Morgan 
is quoted in the treatment of the various forms 
of skin diseases, we find “ sheet-anchors ” which 
are capable of steadying our bark in very 
rough waters. But Teste and Rane beat them 
all! And why do we not find quotations from 
Father Hering and others ? 

Instead of leading us through a wilderness of 
localized pathology, why does he not give usa 
peep at his vast clinical experience, and espe- 
cially tell us that instead of spending hours, and 
sometimes weeks, in the endeavor to call the 
disease by a name—as eczema, psoriasis, tinea 
capitis, etc —in order that we may prescribe for 
that name, if we will simply determine which of 
the unholy trinity (psora, syphilis, sycosis), the 
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dragon belongs to, it will materially aid us in 
finding collateral symptoms sufficient to pres- 
cribe for, and cure our patient, if it is a curable 
case, and without resort to external applications. 

But, as “8S. L.” has been heard to remark, “ It 
requires the essence of time.” Nevertheless it 
cures. Any other course of treatment only pal- 
liates and seemingly cures by translating the 
disease to the mucous or serous membranes 
internally—and this is no cure at all ! 

His wtiology of eczema is all bottom-side up. 
How can “ we have eczema of the face and hands 
resulting from dyspepsia or menstrual disturb 
ances,” when the same cause which produces the 
one, in any given patient, produces all three? 
Dr. Lilienthal knows better than to make such a 
statement, if he would but speak out! Hahne- 
mann does not so teach. 

Again, (and this suggestion comes from the 
author himself,) the book is incomplete without 
numerous finely colored plates. With the addi- 
tion of those plates, together with the results of 
his own experience, the book would command 
fully twice its present value. 

His chapter V., upon “acute eruptive dis- 
eases,” alone is worth the price of the book, if 
only to use as a hand-book for daily reference. 

His part IL, or Repertory, is grand. He 
divides it into I. Remedies, II. Nosological. 
The first will be most appreciated by the true 
homeopathician, the second by him who treats 
diseases by their names. 

We trust that he is not at the mercy of his 
publishers, and hence compelled to make his 
subsequent editions merely a reprint of his first, 
because the publishers happen to hold the elec- 
trotype plates. If not, we shall look for some 
modifications in the next edition. , 

Upon the whole we cordially commend the 
work. It is ably compiled, and by a master- 
mind. It should adorn, not the shelf, but the 
working-desk of every physician. T. W. 





A MANUAL oF INORGANIC CHEMISTRY. 
Charles W. Elliot and Frank H. Storer. 
York: Ivison, Blakeman & Taylor. 

This little 12mo, of 650 pages, is one of the 

most concise and complete manuals, for the size, 

on inorganic chemistry, now before the public. 

As a work of ready reference to the hard-worked 

physician who is constantly going back to first 


By 
New 


than a glance, it speedily puts him on the right 
track, and that with but little loss of time. Five 
large editions in ten years, each carefully revised 
and containing the latest information upon the 
subjects treated, shows the estimation in which 
the work is held by the public. 








Correspondence. 


148 East 347TH Srreet, 
New York, Feb. 15, 1877. 


Messrs. Editors: Your remarks in the Feb- 
ruary No. of THe Times are too true to be 
passed lightly over How many times I have 
wished for a work in which I could feel sure 
that every single symptom given, was, beyond a 
doubt, caused by the drug. How much more 
valuable would be one /undred reliable symp- 
toms than three thousand uncertain ones? I 
would say, throw out every symptom which has 
not occurred repeatedly in at least two-thirds of 
the provers, or which has not the value of clini- 
cal corroboration. I sincerely hope that Dr. 
Hering’s book is a step in the right direction, 
i, e., towards condensation rather than ridiculous 
expansion. 





Geo. B. Durriz, M.D. 





From the New York 7rade Reporter.—* Mis- 
fit Carpets, very cheap, at the old place.” These 
words have become a household word; for what 
family has not heard of it, and how many thou- 
sands of homes all over the country have been 
beautified and made cheerful and pleasant by 
carpets from this famous emporium. Of one 
thing we feel assured, that those who cannot call 
and select for themselves, can fully rely upon Mr. 
Bendall’s judgment. good taste and sterling 
honesty. Indeed, we are inclined to believe that 
those who trust to his selection do better than 
where they selected for themselves, 

Dr. G. D. Beese, of Chicago, recommends 
sulpho-carbolate of soda in diphtheria, scarlet 


Sever and erysipelas, prepared by rubbing the 


pure salt with equal parts of sugar, giving four 
grains of the mixture as a dose for an adult 
morning and evening, and two grains for a child 
under ten. Many clinical cases are reported in 
support of this claim, and the whole article may 





principles, and who has not always time for more 





be read in the “ Investigator” of Feb. 15th. 
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° | Kao.ttn.—* Kaolin, porcelain or China cla 
Medical Ptems and Gews. ‘a mixture of alaminous — silicious earth, to be 
‘found in nature filling hollows, like layers 

Pxotocon, formerly known as cerebrin, other- petween granite and other rocks, and dis- 
wise termed “ vitalized phosphorus,” was intro- | tinguishing itself from other aluminous earths, 
duced to the members of the State Society by | by its being free from iron, of quite white color, 
Dr. T. L. Brown. This preparation was first | or only pale colored. The most excellent occurs 
investigated by Liebreich, forms the chief con-|in Saxon mineral mountains, near Misnia in 
- stituent of the nervous substance in the nervous | Saxony, near Passau in Bavaria, and near Karls- 
centres, and is found in white blood cells and in | pag in Relidinlt, Teste be reduced to a fine 
semen. It has heen obtained pure only from | powder, first by pounding, and then by washing, 








the brain being digested with ether, at a temper- 
ature of 84° F. 
abundance in the blood; nervous structure and 
cerebellum ; ascending in the scale of intelligence 
it increases in the cerebrum, especially in the ante- 


rior lobes. The physical and mental conditions are | 


both dependent upon it for the display of their 
respective functions hence, in mental imbecility 
asmall quantity is found in the cerebrum; also 
in paresis cerebri and progressive locomotor 


atazia ; in spinal paralysis, the cord alone shows | 


its deficiency of it. In phthisis there is a dimi- 
nution of 50 per cent. of this substance. ‘The 
specimen presented was derived from the brain 
of the cow 
insanity and nervous prostration, in some cases 
with good results. 


Hom@oratHic Mep Society oF THE COUNTY 
or New York.—Bureau of Clinical Medicine 
and Psychology will report March 14th, 1877: 
1. ‘* Moral Insanity,” by Samuel Lilienthal, M.D. 
2. “ Cholera Infantum : its treatment and diet, 
by C. E. Blumenthal, M.D. 3. “* Clinical Dis- 
eases of Children,” by H. Amelia Wright, M.D. 


4. (a) “A Case of Insanity.” (4)“An Affection of | nt 


the Brain and Spinal Cord, resulting from hy per- 
emia of the brain,” by Ralph Blakelock, M.D. 
5. “ Resumé of advances in Clinical medicine dur- 
ing the past year,” by E. Guernsey, M.D. 

By order, Arthur T. Hills, M. D., Secretary. 


at “ Chickering Hall” on the evening of Thurs 
day, the 8th of March, and Prof. F. 83. Bradtord 
will deliver the valedictory. ‘There are fifty five 
candidates for graduation, the largest number 
ever yet presented by this College. The fare- 


well banquet will take place at “ Delmonico’s.” 


Rumon has it that “ Hahnemann Hospital,” of 


this city, is to be endowed. Let us hope. 


In strong animals it is found in | 


It has been used in phthisis, anzemia, | 


in order to make use of it in triturations.” 

Dr. GULICK’s proposed bill for a “State 
Board of Health,” now before the Legislature, 
meets the hearty approval of the majority of 
the physicians of onr school throughout the 
State, and we confidently hope it may become a 
law. Its provisions are wise and judicious, and 
if passed, will enable us to do good work in the 
promotion of the public health. 

A BILL has ‘passed to a third reading in the 
Tennessee Legislature, requiring all practitioners 


|of medicine to register, under oath, name, quali- 


‘fications, titles, when and how long studies were 
prosecuted, ete, with the respective county 
clerks, under penalty of $50 for violation 

| Tur N. Y. Medical College and Hospital for 
'Women, has a class of over fifty. excellent 


students, with eleven candidates for graduation. 


| The commencement will occur about April Ist, 


‘and the spring term will begin about same time. 
| 
| 


|come off at the “ Academy of Music,” on April 


| 5th, in the shape of a “ Children’s Great Car- 


THE most brilliant affair of the season will 


val and Fancy Dress Ball,” iv aid of the 
Western Homeopathic Dispensary. 

Dr. A. W. Houpen, of Glens Falls, has been 
nominated by the State Society for Superinten- 


| dent of the “ State Homeopathic Asylum for the 
| Insane,” at Middletown, vice Dr. 


THE “ Commencement” exercises of the N. Y. | 
Homeopathic Medical College” will take place | 


Henry R. 
Stiles, resigned 

Dr. A. VARONA has accepted an invitation to 
deliver the address before the Hahnemann 


|Society of the N. Y. Homeopathic Medical 
| College, on the evening of the 7th of March. 


IN the first week of this year 116 fatal cases 
of small pox were registered in London, the 
highest on record. New York jis singularly free 


|from this disease at the present moment, 


| THe medical department of the University of 
\the City of New York, is not open to women, 








